THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS
Speech by the Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr Christopher Pryde, at the
Sealing of the ODPP Time Capsule on the Occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the
Establishment of the ODPP, Friday, 9th October 2020.
Fellow Colleagues;
Members of the Media;
Ladies and Gentlemen;
Welcome to the first of two events to commemorate Fiji’s 50th anniversary of
independence from Great Britain which also coincides with the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of this office, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.
Today’s event is the sealing of a time capsule and the other event will be a book
launch at a later date.
The time capsule contains items of interest donated by the staff of the Office and
which are representative of life at the ODPP and Fiji in 2020. The inscription
requests that the capsule is opened again on the 100th anniversary of Fiji and the
Office’s independence in 2070. It is hoped that some of us here today may still be
around to attend that event, or at least our descendants!
We commissioned the Department of Corrections to construct the capsule which
as you can see more resembles a box than a capsule and it contains the crest of
the winner of our competition engraved on it.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all those who worked on and
submitted designs. The vote for the best entry was mixed since a high standard
was offered by all but the captain’s call in the end went to the entry submitted by
our Media Liaison Officer, Farisha Ahmed. We also had a pendant made to
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commemorate the occasion and this was designed by our acting assistant
accountant Michelle Singh.
I would also like to thank the Department of Corrections and the people who
made the box and completed the engraving. It was a job very well done! And
there is no truth in the rumour that the work on the engraving was delayed
because of an early parole! Nor is it true his parole was delayed in order to finish
the capsule!
Finally, I would like to thank the members of the ODPP 50th Anniversary
Committee, the chair, Elizabeth Rice, and members Charlotte Nambiar, Farisha
Ahmed, Jayneeta Prasad, Juleen Fatiaki, Shirley Tivao, Sadaf Shameem, Saif Shah,
Nunia Bogi, Kuini Radrodro and Shalen Kumar for making today possible and for
their commitment and dedication to the project.
This time capsule represents a particular phase in Fiji’s development, and we are
now into our 50th year of independence. In thinking of our future, it is important
to acknowledge the past, not to live in it, but to reflect on it from time to time
and to remind ourselves from where we have come and to appreciate the
progress we have made as a young nation and a young office. Our mission is clear
and our faith is strong.
Before I seal the capsule, I thought I might read aloud the letter I penned to the
future DPP.

2

3

4

